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GOVERNMENT NOTICES 


GOEWERMENTSKENNISGEWINGS 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES 

DEPARTEMENT VAN LANDBOU, BOSBOU EN VISSERYE 


No.R.725 16 September 2011 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT STANDARDS ACT, 1990 
(ACT No. 119 OF 1990) 

REGULATIONS REGARDING THE GRADING, PACKING AND MARKING 

OF EGGS DESTINED FOR SALE IN THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


The Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries has, under section 15 of the Agricultural Product 
Standards Act, 1990 (Act No. 119 of 1990) ­

(a) 	 made the regulations in the Schedule; and determined that the said regulations shall 
come into operation 6 months after date of publication thereof; 

(b) 	 repealed the regulations published by Government Notice No. R. 25 of 8 January 1999. 

SCHEDULE 

Definitions 

1. In these regulations, any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the Act, 
shall have that meaning and unless the context otherwise indicates 

"air cell" means the air filled space occurring between the inner and outer shell membranes of an egg 
and which is normally located at the broad end of the egg; 

"barn eggs" means eggs which are produced by poultry that are not caged but are confined to a shed 
indoors; 

"blood ring" means a line or ring that is visible at a certain stage of development in a fertilised egg when 
such egg is broken open or candled; 

"blood spot' means a concentration of blood or oxidised blood; 

"bubbly air cell" means an air cell with small air bubbles floating in the immediate vicinity of such an air 
cell; 

"clean" with regard to the cleanliness of the shell of an egg, means a shell that is free of visible foreign 
matter, stains or discolourations to such a degree that the general clean appearance thereof is 
not detrimentally affected; 

"conSignment" means a quantity of eggs belonging to the same supplier, which is delivered at anyone 
time under cover of the same invoice, consignment note, delivery note or receipt note, or is 
delivered by the same vehicle, or if such a quantity is sub-sorted into different batches, grades or 
size groups, each quantity of each of the different batches, grades or size groups; 

"container" means the wrapper in which a maximum of 60 eggs are packed for sale; 

"depth" with regard to an air cell, means the greatest distance between the outer surface of the shell of 
the egg and the lower meniscus of the air cell, measured vertically with such meniscus; 

"diffused blood" means blood that has passed through to the egg white and the egg yolk; 

"eggs" 	means the eggs of the species Gallus domesticus (domesticated fowls), Meleagrus gallapavo 
(turkeys) and Anas (ducks and muscovies); 

"foreign 	matter" means poultry faeces, blood, body fluids, feathers or parts of feathers, egg yolk, egg 
white, poultry feedstuffs, soil or any other matter excluding ink of a food grade and mineral oil 
which was applied to the shell of the egg for a specific purpose; 

Reproduced by Sabinet Online in terms of Government Printer’s Copyright Authority No. 10505 dated 02 February 1998 



5 STAATSKOERANT, 16 SEPTEMBER 2011 No.34596 

"free range eggs" means eggs which are produced by poultry which are not caged and have daily 
access to an outdoor range area accessible through openings in the side of a barn; 

"germ developmenf' means a circular dark area near the center of the yolk shadow, if blood is visible 
the egg is at a decay stage; 

"graded eggs" means eggs which are sorted into lots having similar characteristics as to quality and 
weight as set out in this regulation: Provided that mixed sized eggs which complies to the quality 
standards prescribed in this regulation shall be regarded as graded eggs; 

"Haugh value" means a value as determined in accordance with regulation 16, that indicates the 
firmness of the egg white; 

"meat spof' means a severed ovary or other foreign tissue that is not a normal constituent of the egg yolk 
or egg white and that detrimentally affects the appearance of an egg; 

"mould" means any fungus or mouldy growth occurring in an egg oron the shell thereof; 

"loose eggs" means eggs that are displayed for sale in loose quantities or in a container that is not 
covered or boxed; 

"outer container" means a container in which more than one container of eggs are packed; 

"pack station" means any premises where eggs are packed for sale to the retail trade; 

"packer" means a person dealing in the course of trade with eggs by packing them for sale, and also a 
person on behalf of whom such product is packed for sale and in the case of such product that is 
imported into the Republic in the containers in which the eggs are to be sold in the retail trade, 
the person importing such eggs for sale; 

"person" means any individual, partnership, corporation, association or other business unit; 

"pasteurised eggs" means eggs subjected to heat or other treatments to reduce or destroy harmful 
viable micro-organisms; 

"poultry" means the species Gallus domesticus (domesticated fowls), Meleagrus gallapavo (turkeys) and 
Anas (ducks and muscovies); 

"reasonably clean" with regard to the cleanliness of the shell of an egg, means that not more than six 
per cent of the total surface area of the shell may be covered with foreign matter, stains or 
discolourations, and that no individual occurrence of foreign matter or a stain or discolouration 
covers more than three per cent of the total surface area of the shell; 

"spotted" with regard to a yolk, means that the yolk appears mottled owing to the occurrence of spots or 
a developed germ cell that is not a blood spot or meat spot and which detrimentally affects the 
appearance of the yolk; 

"strong" with regard to the texture of the shell of an egg, means that such shell has no cracks, soft spots 
or large air pores; 

"swimmer" means an air cell that does not maintain a fixed position within an egg, but moves freely 
between the shell membranes when that egg is rotated; 

"the Acf' means the Agricultural Product Standards Act, 1990 (Act No. 119 of 1990); and 

"trade mark" means a trade mark as defined in the Trade Marks Act, 1993 (Act No. 194 of 1993). 
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Restrictions on the sale of eggs 

2, (1) No person shall, subject to the provisions of subregulation (2), sell eggs for human 
consumption in the Republic of South Africa ­

(a) 	 unless those eggs are sorted according to size and grade in terms of regulations 
3 and 5 respectively; 

(b) 	 unless those egg~ comply with the standards referred to in regulations 4 and 6; 

(c) 	 unless those eggs, when packed, are packed in a container or an outer container 
in accordance with regulations 7 and 8; 

(d) 	 unless the container or outer container in which the eggs are packed, is marked 
with the particulars and in the manner specified in regulations 9, 10, 11, and 12; 

(e) 	 unless eggs sold in loose quantities, are marked with the particulars and in the 
manner specified in regulation 13; and 

(f) 	 if the eggs contain prohibited articles in terms of the Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and 
Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No, 54 of 1972), 

(2) The Executive Officer may grant written exemption, entirely or partially to any person on 
such condition, as he or she may deem necessary, from the provisions of subregulation (1). 

Sizes of eggs 

3, Eggs shall be sorted into sizes specified in column 1 of Table 1 of the Annexure, in accordance 
with the corresponding mass specified in column 2 of the said table, 

Standards for sizes 

4, 	 (1) Eggs may be sorted as being of a size referred to in regulation 3 if the minimum mass 
thereof is as specified in column 2 of Table 1, opposite the size concerned. 

(2) Sorting of eggs for size is optional: Provided that such eggs may only be sold as "Mixed 
sizes", 

(3) The applicable mInimum mass required in terms of subregulation (1) for eggs of a 
particular size may not deviate by more than 2, 0 g lower than the prescribed mass per egg of a 
particular size; Provided that the deviation will be limited to 3,3% as stated in Table 3. 

Grades ofeggs 

5, 	 (1) Eggs shall be graded as Grade 1, Grade 2, and Grade 3, 

(2) 	 Eggs which do not comply to Grade 1, 2 or 3 shall not be presented for sale, 

Standards for grades 

6, 	 Eggs shall be graded as 

(1 ) 	 Grade 1 if ­

(a) 	 the standards for grades specified in column 2, of Table 2 of the Annexure, 
opposite the quality factor specified in column 1 of the said table, is complied 
with; 
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(b) 	 the extent to which a defect may occur does not exceed the maximum per­
centage or quantity as specified in column 2, of Table 3 of the Annexure, 
opposite the nature of defect specified in column 1 of the said table; and 

(c) 	 the quantity of eggs as per percentage maximum permissible deviation as 
specified in Table 4 of the Annexure is complied with. 

(2) 	 Grade 2 if ­

(a) 	 the standards for grades specified in column 3, of Table 2 of the Annexure, 
opposite the quality factor specified in column 1 of the said table, is complied 
with; 

(b) 	 the extent to which a defect may occur does not exceed the maximum per­
centage or quantity specified in column 3, of Table 3 of the Annexure, opposite 
the nature of defect specified in column 1 of the said table; and 

(c) 	 the quantity of eggs as per percentage maximum permissible deviation as 
specified in Table 4 of the Annexure is complied with. 

(3) 	 Grade 3 if ­

(a) 	 the standards for grades specified in column 4, of Table 2 of the Annexure, 
opposite the quality factor specified in column 1 of the said table, is complied 
with; 

(b) 	 the extent to which a defect may occur does not exceed the maximum per­
centage or quantity specified in column 4, of Table 3 of the Annexure, opposite 
the nature of defect specified in column 1 of the said table; and 

(c) 	 the quantity of eggs as per percentage maximum permissible deviation as 
specified in Table 4 of the Annexure is complied with. 

Requirements for containers and outer containers 

7. 	 (1) A container and an outer container shall ­

(a) 	 be made from material that ­

(i) 	 is suitable for the purpose; and 

(ii) 	 does not impart any taste or odour to the eggs packed therein; 

(b) 	 be so strong that it protects the eggs during normal handling or transport 
practices, to such an extent that the eggs packed therein shall not be damaged; 

(c) 	 not absorb an excessive quantity of moisture during cooling to the extent that the 
packaging deviates from its intended form; 

(d) 	 be free from any matter other than the eggs packed therein and the packing 
material in which such eggs are customarily packed: Provided that advertising 
material is permitted on or in the container or outer container or on the eggs; 

(e) 	 be unbroken; 

(f) 	 if it is not a new container or new outer container, be cleaned thoroughly before 
eggs are packed therein and all the previous marks and labels shall be removed 
or be covered by new labels; and 

(g) 	 be closed properly in a manner allowed by the nature thereof. 
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(2) 	 Containers packed in an outer container shall fit snugly. 

Packing requirements 

8. (1) Each container and outer container shall, with due regard to the packing material used 
therein, be packed with eggs to the full capacity thereof. 

(2) Eggs of different grades shall not be packed together in the same container or outer 
container. 

(3) Subject to regulation 10(2)(b), eggs of different sizes shall not be packed together in the 
same container or outer container. 

(4) Not more than 6,6 per cent of the eggs in a container shall be packed in such a container 
with the broad ends thereof facing downwards. 

Marking ofcontainers and outer containers 

9. (1) Containers and outer containers shall be marked with the following particulars and in the 
following manner: 

(a) 	 The size and grade of eggs, as stipulated in regulation 10, shall be indicated on 
the front or top panel of the container or outer container; 

(b) 	 The expression "Eggs" or "Eiers", or "Free Range Eggs" or "Vryloop Eiers", or 
"Barn Eggs· or "Skuur Eiers" shall appear on the front or top panel; 

(c) 	 The expression "Pasteurised" or "Gepasteuriseerd" shall appear on the front or 
top panel if eggs have been pasteurized; 

(d) 	 The number of eggs therein shall be specified on any panel in the manner 
required in terms of the Trade Metrology Act, 1973 (Act No. 77 of 1973); 

(e) 	 Details of the packer, as specified in regulation 12, shall appear on any panel; 

(f) 	 If the eggs were not obtained from the species Gal/us domesticus, the name of 
the species from which the eggs were obtained shall appear on the front or top 
panel; 

(g) 	 The best before date shall be marked on each container and outer container of 
which the eggs are packed; the date shall be preceded by the expressions "Best 
Before"; abbreviation "BB" for "Best Before" shall be permitted. The date shall be 
indicated in the order," Day-Month-Year"; and 

(h) 	 Other markings or nutrition related claims shall in addition to the above­
mentioned requirements also comply with the regulations published under the 
Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectant Act, 1972 (Act No. 54 of 1972). 

(2) Any information appearing on any container or outer container, in terms of these regu­
lations, shall be marked in letters and figures that ­

(a) 	 appear on a contrasting background; 

(b) 	 are clearly legible; and 

(c) 	 comply with the minimum vertical heights stipulated in columns 2 and 3 of Table 
5 of the Annexure, opposite the corresponding nature of indication specified in 
column 1 of the said table. 
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(3) The particulars specified in subregulation (1) shall be written in one or more of 
the official languages of the Republic: Provided that English shall be one of the languages used .. 

(4) 	 If eggs have been imported into the Republic­

(a) 	 in containers in which such eggs shall be sold, the name of the country of origin 
thereof, preceded by the expression "Imported from" shall be marked on each 
such container and outer container together with the particulars referred to in 
regulation 12; and 

(b) 	 in bulk and are going to be repacked into containers, the expression "Imported 
from" followed by the expression "Packed by' shall be marked on such container 
and outer container together with the particulars referred to in regulation 12. 

(5) The vertical height of the letters and figures used to mark the applicable size and grade 
designation referred to in subregulation (1), shall not be less than any other letter or figure, except 
a letter or figure used in the trade mark or name of packer whichever is applicable, or in the 
expressions "Eggs", "Eiers", 'Free Range Eggs", Vryloop Eiers", "Barn Eggs" 'Skuur Eiers" that 
appears on the container or outer container into which the eggs are packed. 

Indication ofsize and grade designations 

10. (1) The designations of the size and grade into which eggs have been sorted and classified 
shall be marked conspicuously on the container and outer container in which those eggs are packed. 

(2) 	 A designation referred to in subregulation (1) shall ­

(a) 	 in the case of a size designation, consist of the applicable expression specified in 
column 1 of Table 1 in the Annexure; 

(b) 	 in the case of different sizes packed in the same container or outer container, be 
marked with the expression "mixed sizes" or "gemengde groottes"; and 

(c) 	 in the case of a grade designation, consist of the applicable expression referred 
to in regulation 5. 

Restricted particulars on containers and outer containers 

11. (1) (a) The words "natural", "natuurlik", "super", "extra" and "ekstra", except when used 
as an indication of the size designation of the eggs, or any other word, mark, 
illustration, depiction or other method of expression that constitutes a 
misrepresentation or directly or by implication creates or may create a misleading 
impression regarding the quality, nature, size or grade of eggs, shall not be 
marked on the eggs, container or outer container; 

(b) The words "heat treated" shall only be marked on a container of pasteurised eggs: 
Provided that pasteurised eggs shall comply to the reqUirements stipulated in 
regulation 11(2) (c); 

(c) 	 The word "fresh" shall not be restricted provided that the eggs marked as such 
shall at any stage during the shelf life comply with the Haugh Value as prescribed 
in Table 2 of the regulations; Provided that pasteurised eggs and Grade 3 eggs 
shall not be labelled as "fresh" and the word "fresh" shall not be labeled with 
letter sizes above 5 mm; and 

(d) 	 No trade mark or brand name which may possibly, directly or by implication, be 
misleading or create a false impression of the contents of a container containing 
eggs, shall appear on such a container. 

G 11 -066348-8 
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(2) 	 (a) Eggs shall only be marked with the expression "free range" or "vryloop", if such 
eggs were obtained from poultry that had continuous daytime access to open air 
runs for at least 6 hours per day: Provided that ­

(i) 	 open air runs be mainly covered with vegetation where poultry is able to 
scratch and dustbath; and 

(ii) 	 open air runs be big enough to allow ample running space, 

(b) 	 Eggs shall only be marked with the expression "barn eggs· or "skuur eiers" if, 
such eggs were obtained from poultry which are not caged and free to move 
around indoors: Provided that ­

(i) 	 birds have enough space to roam freely inside and are not let outside; 
and 

(ii) 	 ample deep litter areas, perches, platforms and nestboxes be provided, 

(c) 	 Eggs shall only be marked with the expression "pasteurised" or "gepasteuriseerd" 
provided that­

(i) 	 the eggs to be pasteurised are processed under Good Manufacturing 
Practices (GMP) and records must be verified and available on request; 

(ii) 	 The eggs are pasteurised by using internationally recognized methods 
such as irradiation, microwave and hot air technology and are kept for 45 
minutes between 55°C and 58 °C and then chilled to temperatures below 
24°C; 

(iii) 	 the egg whites are slightly opaque and the thick white part of the eggs 
are reasonably firm with a Haugh Value of at least 65 units and maintain 
a value of more than 60 after 56 days; and 

(iv) 	 the eggs shall comply to the microbiological criteria as set out in the 
Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No, 54 of 1972). 

Indication ofpacker 

12. (1) The initials and surname, or trade name of the packer shall appear on each container 
and outer container used. 

(2) The address of the packer shall be marked on the containers and outer containers, and 
shall ­

(a) 	 consist of the physical address of the premises in the Republic where that 
product is packed by such packer, or where the ordinary place of business of 
such packer is situated, followed by the name of the town, suburb, city or 
magisterial district in which that premises is situated, or the postal address 
together with the telephone number; and 

(b) 	 be marked on such container and outer container following the particulars 
referred to in subregulation (1), 

(3) 	 If the eggs have been packed on behalf of a person­

(a) 	 the initials and surname or trade name of the persons on whose behalf the eggs 
have been packed shall be substituted for the particulars referred to in 
subregulation (1); 

(b) 	 the physical address of the premises in the Republic where the ordinary place of 
business of such person is Situated, followed by the name of the town, suburb, 
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city or magisterial district in which that premises is situated, or the postal 
address together with the telephone number, shall be substituted for the 
particulars referred to in paragraph (a) of subregulation (2); 

(c) 	 such address shall be marked on the container and outer container following the 
particulars referred to in paragraph (a); and 

(d) 	 the person on whose behalf the eggs have been packed, must at all times, on 
request, be able to inform the Executive Officer who the supplier of the eggs is. 

Indications where eggs are sold in loose quantities 

13. 	 When eggs are kept or displayed for sale in loose quantities­

(a) 	 eggs of different grades and sizes, except in the case of mixed sizes, shall be kept or 
displayed separately; and 

(b) 	 the size designation of the eggs concerned or expression "mixed sizes" or "gemengde 
groottes", which ever is applicable, as well as the grade designations of the eggs 
concerned shall be marked in clear legible letters and figures with a vertical height of at 
least 10 mm on a prominent notice board near the eggs concerned. 

Sampling 

14. (1) The methods to be employed when a sample of a quantity of eggs is taken, shall be as 
follows: 

(a) 	 If the eggs are packed in outer containers­

(i) 	 in the retail trade (on the shelves), select at random 2% of the number of 
outer containers in the consignment and select at random 60 eggs of 
each size randomly from the outer containers and determine the total 
deviation; and 

(ii) 	 in the pack station and wholesale, select at random 5% of the number of 
outer containers in the consignment and select at random 60 eggs of 
each size randomly from outer containers and determine the total 
deviation. 

(b) If the eggs are kept or displayed for sale in loose quantities of­

(i) 	 less than 30 eggs, the total number of eggs per size shall be taken to 
make up the sample concerned; and 

(ii) 	 30 eggs or more, 30 eggs per size shall be selected at random to make 
up the sample concerned. 

(2) Each sample taken in accordance with the provisions of subregulation (1) shall be 
deemed to be representative of the quantity of eggs from which it was taken. 

Methods of examination 

15. (1) The methods to be employed when a sample referred to in regulation 14, is examined in 
order to determine the extent to which eggs, with a defect referred to in regulation 6 are present in the 
quantity of eggs from which that sample is taken shall be as follows: 

(a) 	 Subject to the provisions of subregulation (2) ­
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(i) 	 each egg in that sample shall be examined visually in terms of external 
defects and where applicable by means of a suitable candling device 
with which internal defects can be observed; and 

(ii) 	 each egg in the sample shall be numbered. 

(b) 	 Eggs with defects shall ­

(i) 	 be removed from the sample if the egg is examined individually and 
thereafter replaced into its numbered place; 

(ii) 	 not be replaced into its numbered place after it has been broken open; 
and 

(iii) 	 each separate number of eggs with each deviation shall be determined 
separately. 

(c) 	 Each number thus determined shall be expressed as a percentage of the number 
of eggs thus inspected. 

(d) 	 Such percentage shall represent the percentage of eggs in the quantity con­
cerned in which a defect ofthe type concerned occurs. 

(2) If it appears from an examination in terms of subregulation (1) that an egg thus examined 
has a particular internal defect, that egg may be broken open in order to verify the occurrence of 
the defect concerned. 

Determination of Haugh value 

16. The Haugh value of the white of an egg that is graded in terms of regulation 6 shall be deter­
mined as follows: 

(a) 	 The mass of the egg shall be determined. 

(b) 	 A Haugh meter or micro meter shall be set up in accordance with the manufacturer's 
directions for use thereof on a level glass or stainless steel surface, the operation thereof 
shall be tested, and if necessary, shall be calibrated. 

(c) 	 The temperature of the egg concerned shall be increased or decreased to between 7°C 
and 15"C. 

(d) 	 The egg shall be broken open carefully so that the thick white is not ruptured and the 
contents of the egg are carefully placed on the glass or stainless steel surface. 

(e) 	 Adjust the reading on the scale of the Haugh Value conversion table/chart to reflect the 
mass, as determined in paragraph (a), of the egg concerned. 

(f) 	 The Haugh meter or micro meter shall be moved into position over the broken egg so 
that the measuring rod thereof, when lowered, will touch the white approximately 10 mm 
away from the edge of the yolk. 

(g) 	 The measuring rod of the Haugh meter or micro meter shall be lowered carefully until the 
lower end thereof just touches the white, and the reading on the meter shall then be 
taken. 

(h) 	 Such reading shall represent the HaL1gh Value of the white of the egg concerned. If a 
micro meter is used, the Haugh Value is read off from the Haugh Value conversion 
table/chart. 
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Determination of depth of air cell 

17. 	 The depth of the air cell of an egg shall be determined as follows: 

(a) 	 A calibrated measuring plate shall be placed on the broad end of the egg while it is held 
vertically against the candling device with the broad end at the top. 

(b) 	 The value on the calibrated measuring plate shall be read off opposite the lower 
meniscus of the air cell. 

(c) 	 Such reading shall represent the depth of the air cell ofthe egg concerned. 

Offences and penalties 

18. Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with a provision of these regulations, shall be 
gUilty of an offence and on conviction be liable to a fine or to imprisonment in accordance with section 11 
of the Act. 

Other legislation 

19. 	 (a) The provision of these regulations shall be in addition to and not in substitution of the 
regulations published under the Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectant Act, 1972 (Act 
No. 54 of 1972). 

(c) 	 These regulations are in addition to and not in substitution of any other relevant legisla­
tion to the product concerned. 

(c) 	 The Free Range clauses shall be applicable until the Free Range Regulations for poultry 
and eggs are promulgated. 
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ANNEXURE/AANHANGSEL 


TABLE 1ITABEL 1 


STANDARDS FOR SIZES/STANDAARDE VIR GROOTTES 


Size/Grootte Mass per egg/ 
Massa per eier 

1 2 
Super Jumbo 

Jumbo 

Extra large/Ekstra groot 

Large/Groot 

Medium 

Small/Klein 

Mixed sizeslGemengde groottes 

More than 72 g/Meer as 72 9 

More than 66 g/Meer as 66 9 

More than 59 g/Meer as 59 9 

More than 51 g/Meer as 51 9 

More than 43 g/Meer as 43 9 

More than 33 g/Meer as 33 9 

More than 33 g/Meer as 33 9 
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TABLE 2ITABEl 2 

STANDARDS FOR GRADES/STANDAARDE VIR GRADE 

COMMERCIAL, FREE RANGE, BARN & PASTEURIZED/KOMMERSIEEl, VRYlOOP, SKUUR & 


GEPASTEURISEERDE 


Quality factor/ 
Gehaltefaktor 

Grade1/Graad 1 Grade 21Graad 2 Grade 3/Graad 3 

1 2 3 4 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Soundness of 
shellNryheid van 
gebreke van dop 

Cleanliness of shelll 
Sindelikheid van dop 

Shape of shelll Vorm 
van dop 

Texture of shelll 
Tekstuur van dop 

Blood spots, blood 
rings and diffused 
blood in eggl 
Bloedkolle, bloed­
ringe en verspreide 
bloed in eier 

Meat spots in egg/ 
Vleiskolle in eier 

Mould/Ski mmel 

Poultry faeces/ 
Pluimvee fesus 

A typical or unaccep­
table odours/A tipiese 
of onaanvaarbare 
reuke 

10. YolklEiergeel 

No crackslGeen krake 

Clean/Skoon 

Regular/Reelmatig 

Strong/Sterk and 
Smooth/Glad 

None/Geen 

None/Geen 

None/Geen 

None/Geen 

None/Geen 

(i) Normally positio­
ned/Normaal 
gelee 

(ii) Not spotted, flat 
or enlargedlNie 
gespikkeld, plat 
of vergroot nie 

(iii) Characteristic 
colour/Kenmerke 
nde kleur 

No crackslGeen Krake 

Clean/Skoon 

Regular/Reelmatig 

Strong/Sterk and 
Smooth/Glad 

None/Geen 

None/Geen 

None/Geen 

None/Geen 

None/Geen 

.. 

.. 

(iii) Characteristic 
colour/Kenmerkende 
kleur 

No cracks/Geen Krake 

Reasonably clean! 
Redelik skoon 

Regular/Reelmatig 

Strong/Sterk and 
Smooth/Glad 

None/Geen 

None/Geen 

None/Geen 

None/Geen 

None/Geen 

.. 

.. 

(iii) Characteristic 
colour/ Kenmer­
kende kleur 
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Quality factor/ 
Gehaltefaktor 

Grade1/Graad 1 Grade 21Graad 2 Grade 3/Graad 3 

1 2 3 4 

11. Egg whitelEierwit (i) Clear/Helder: 
Provided that 

(i) Clear/Helder: 
Provided that 

(i) Clear/Helder: 
Provided that 

pasteurised egg 
whites are slightly 
opaque/ 
Metdien 

pasteurised egg 
whites are slightly 
opaque/ 
Met dien verstande 

pasteurised egg 
whites are slightly 
opaque/ 
Met dien 

verstande dat ge­
pasteuriseerde 
eierwitte effens 
ondeursigtig is 

dat gepasteuri­
seerde eierwitte 
effens ondeursigtig 
is 

verstande dat ge­
pasteuriseerde 
eierwitte effens 
ondeursigtig is 

(ii) Haugh value at 
least 55 units/ 
Haugh waarde 
minstens 55 
eenhede, provided 
that for 
pasteurised eggs 
minimum haugh 
value is 65 

(ii) Haugh value at least 
35 unitS/ 

Haugh waarde 
minstens 35 eenhede, 
provided that for 
pasteurised eggs 
minimum haugh value 
is65 

* 

12.AircellslLugselle (i) Maximum depth 
6 mm/ Maksimum 
diepte 6 mm 

(i) Maximum depth 
9 mm/ Maksimum 
diepte 9 mm 

.. 

(ii) Shall not move 
more than 6 mm 
in any direction 
when the egg is 
tilted from the 
vertical 

(ii) Shall not move more 
than 12 mm in any 
direction when the 
egg is tilted from the 
vertical position/Mag 
nie meer as 12 mm 

.. 

position/Mag nie 
meer as 6 mm in 
enige rigting be­
weeg wanneer 
die eier uit 
vertikale posisie 
beweeg word nie 

in enige rigting be­
weeg wanneer die 
eier uit vertikale 
posisie gelig word 
nie 

(i) No swimmers/ 
Geen swemmers 

(i) No swimmers/Geen 
swemmers 

(i) No swimmers/ 
Geen swemmers 

( ii) No bubbly air 
cells/Geen blaas­
agtige lugselle 

(ii) No bubbly air cellsl 
Geen blaasagtige 
lugselle 

(ii) No bubbly air 
cells/Geen blaas­
agtige lugselle 

13. Decay or germ 
developments/ 
Bederf of kiem-

None/Geen None/Geen None/Geen 

I 
ontwikkeling 

.. Not specifiedlNie gespesifiseer nie 
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TABLE 3ITABEL 3 

EXTENT TO WHICH CERTAIN DEFECTS MAY OCCUR IN EGGSI 


MATE WAARIN SEKERE TEKORTKOMINGE IN EIERS MAG VOORKOM 

COMMERCIAL, FREE RANGE, BARN & PASTEURIZED/KOMMERSIEEL, VRYLOOP, SKUUR & 


GEPASTEURISEERDE 


Nature of defect per consignmentl 
Aard van tekortkoming per besending 

Grade 1/ 
Graad 1/ 

Grade 2/ 
Graad 2 

Grade 3/ 
Graad 3 

1 2 3 4 
1. Eggs with cracks that result in leakagel 

Eiers met krake wat lekkasies tot gevolg 
het 

1,6% 3,3% 6,6% 

2. Eggs with cracks that do not result in 
leakages/Eiers met krake wat nie 
lekkasies tot gevolg het nie 

6,6% 8,3% * 

3 (a) Eggs with mould, adhering to shellsl 
Eiers met skimmel wat aan doppe 
kleef 

1,6% 3,3% 16,6% 

(b) Eggs with faeces/Eiers met fesus 1,6% 3,3% 16,6% 

(c) Eggs with nesting material adhering 
to shells and foreign matter/Eiers 
met nes material wat aan doppe 
vassit en vreemde material 

1,6% 3,3% * 

4. 

5. 

Eggs with discolouration or stains on 
shelislEiers met verkleurings of vlekke op 
doppe 

Eggs with blood spots, blood rings, 
diffused blood, meat spots of -/Eiers 
met bloedkolle, bloedringe, verspreide 
bloed, vleiskolle van ­

6,6% 8,3% * 

(a) light intensity: up to and including 1 
mm in diameter;/Iigte instensiteit: tot 
en met 1 mm in deursnee; en 

3,3% 3,3% * 

(b) strong intensity: up to and including 2 
mm in diameter;/ligte instensiteit: tot 
en met 2 mm in deursnee; en 

1,6% 3,3% * 

6. 

7. 

Eggs with whites of which the Haugh 
Value is not more than five units lower 
than the applicable minimum specified 
in Table 2/Eiers met eierwitte waarvan 
die Haugh waarde hoogstens vyf 
eenhede laer is as die toepaS/ike 
minimum in Tabel 2 vermeld 

Eggs with air cells thatlEiers met 
lugselle wat ­

33,3% 50,0% * 

(a) exceed the permisible maximum 
depth or limit of movement; or/die 
toelaatbare maksimum diepte of 
perk van beweging oorskry; of 

3.3% 10.0% * 
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Grade 21 Grade 31Nature of defect per consignment! Grade 11 
Graad 2 Aard van tekortkoming per besending Graad 11 

1 2 

(b) 	 are swimmers or bubbly air 
cellslswemmers of blaasagtige 
lugselle is 

8. 	 Irregular shape of the shell! 
Onre~lmatige vorm van dop 

9. 	 Eggs of which the mass deviates not 
more than 2 9 from the minimum mass 
indicated in Table 1!Eiers waarvan die 
massa met nie meer as 2 9 van die 
aangeduide minimum massa afwyk nie 

10. 	 Total number of eggs with defects 
(excluding defects mentioned under 
Item 6)lTotale aantal eiers met 
tekortkominge (uitgesonderd tekort­
kominge in Item 6 genoem) 

,. 
Not specified/Nie gespesifiseer 

5,0% 

6,6% 

3,3% 

10% 

3 

8,3% 

,. 

6,6% 

20% 

Graad 3 

4 

8,3% 

,. 

6,6% 

,. 
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TABLE 4fTABEL 4 

NUMBER OF EGGS AS PER PERCENTAGE MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE DEVIATIONI 


AANTAL EIERS SOOS PER PERSENTASIE MAKSIMlIM TOELAATBARE AFWYKING 


1,6% 1 1,6% 0 

3,3% 2 3,3% 1 

5,0% 3 5,0% 1 

6,6% 4 6,6% 2 

8,3% 5 8,3% 2 

10,0% 6 10,0% 3 

13,3% 8 13,3% 4 

16,6% 10 16,6% 5 

20% 12 20% 6 

33,3% 20 33,3% 10 

41,6% 25 41,6% 12 

50,0% 30 50,0% 15 
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TABLE 5ITABEL 5 


LETTER SIZES OF INDICATIONS/LETTERGROOTTES VAN AANDUIDINGS 


Minimum vertical height of smallest letter or 
figure (mm)/Minimum vertikale hoogte van 

kleinste letter of 5yfer (mm) 
Container/Houer 

Nature of indicationJAard van besonderhede 

Outer containerl 
Buitehouer 

1 32 
51. 	 Indication of size and grade designation/Aan­ 5 

duiding van grootte- en graadbenaming. 

[Reg. 3, 5, 9(1)(a), 10] 


5 52. 	 The expressions "Eggs", "Eiers", "Free range", 
"Vryloop", "Barn Eggs", "Skuur Eiers", 

"Pasteurised" and "Gepasteuriseerd"/Die 

uitdrukkings "Eiers", "Eggs", "Vryloop", "Free 

range", "Skuur Eiers", "Barn Eggs", 

"Gepasteuriseerd" en "Pasteurised" 

[Reg. 9(1)(b), 11(2)(a)(b)(c)] 


53. 	 Indication of packer/Aanduiging van verpakker. 2 
[Reg. 9(1) (e), 12] 

54. 	 Indication of the name of the poultry/Aanduiding 5 
van die naam van die pluimvee.[Reg. 9(1 )(f)] 

55. 	 The expressions "Imported from" and "Ingevoer 2 
vanaf', as well as the name of the country of 

origin/Die uitdrukkings "Ingevoer vanaf' en 

"Imported from", asook die naam van die land 

van herkoms. [Reg. 9(4)] 


56. Indication of best before date/Aanduiding van 2 
"beste teen" datum. [Reg. 9(1 )(g)] 

7. 	 Indication of size and grade in the case of sale 

in loose quantities/Aanduiding van grootte en 10 

graad in die geval van verkope in losmaat. 

[Reg. 13] 
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