
 
 

Chick producers stats summary for 2014 
 
 
INDUSTRY OVERVIEW 
 
During 2014 the industry saw a decline in maize prices, which resulted in lower feed prices – this 
after two years of extremely high feed prices. These high feed prices in the previous two years 
resulted in the demise of smaller non-integrated poultry businesses and others being taken over by 
bigger fully integrated businesses. In the broiler industry this, in turn, led to day-old chick suppliers 
losing volumes to the bigger integrators, and also losing volumes due to smaller growers going out 
of business.   
 
In the year under review, SAPA played an enormous role in convincing government of dumped 
imports coming from the European Union. SAPA was successful and government did introduce the 
necessary duties that will hopefully cap the tonnage of poultry meat entering South Africa from 
other countries. Unfortunately, the duties have had limited effect on the volume of imports up to 
date, but at least they resulted in no big increase in the tons coming in. The challenge for 2015 will 
be to convince government to keep on protecting the industry against unfair competition like illegal 
imports and dumping. 
 
Poultry imports during 2014 amounted to R4.1 billion at free on board level, an increase of 4.4% 
over the previous year. Chicken meat and products were the major contributors to poultry imports, 
increasing to R3.7 billion in 2014 from the R3.4 billion in 2013, putting further pressure on the local 
chicken market. 
 
The rand continued to weaken during 2014 and traded at an average of R10.83 to the US dollar.  
 
 
VOLUME AND GROWTH 
 
1. Layer breeders 

 
In 2014 there was an estimated 20 000 layer breeding birds in the grandparent operations 
producing layer parents, and another estimated 300 000 layer breeding birds in the parent 
operations producing layers. From the breeding stock, 24.43 million day-old pullets were produced, 
an increase of 2.4% compared to 2013 (Figure 1). The upward trend continued into the first two 
months of 2015. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Figure 1: Annual day-old pullets produced in the egg industry 

 
2. Broiler breeders 

 
The average number of parent females in rearing during 2014 was 3.5 million per week, from an 
estimated grandparent and great-grandparent stock of 400 000. This is a decrease of 1 373 birds  
(-0.04%) compared to 2013.  
 
Based on the number of parent pullets placed, an average broiler breeder flock of 6.60 million hens 
was estimated for 2014. This showed a decrease of 169 000 hens (-2.5%) compared to 2013.  An 
average flock size of 6.63 million breeder hens was forecast for the first four months of 2015 
(Figure 2). 
 

 
Figure 2: The size of the national broiler breeder flock 

 
Actual day-old broiler chick production for 2014 was 19.5 million chicks per week, which amounted 
to 1 016 million chicks for the year. These figures indicate that annual broiler chick production 
increased by 2.5% in 2014 compared to 2013 (Figure 3). 
 

Year 

Average no. broiler parents 
(millions) 

Day-old broiler chicks produced 
(millions) 

in rear in lay avg./week total/annum 

2013 3.732 6.77 19.02 992 

2014 3.730 6.60 19.49 1 016 

% Change -0.06 -2.5 +2.5 +2.5 



 

 
Figure 3: The number of broiler chicks hatched annually 

 
3. Prospects for 2015  

 
Based on the number of day-old female parent chicks placed to December 2014, the projection is a 
0.6% increase in the average number of broiler chicks hatched per week to June 2015 when 
compared to the weekly average for 2014. 
 
4. Feed usage in the broiler breeder industry 
 
In terms of feed usage, broiler breeding stock consumed 519 338 tons during 2014. 
 

Year 
Parent rearing Parent laying Total broiler breeding stock 

tons/annum tons/annum tons/annum tons/week 

2013 95 340 434 905 530 245 10 169 

2014 95 289 424 049 519 338 9 960 

Change -52 -10 856 -10.908 -209 

% Change -0.05 -2.50 -2.06 -2.06 

 
5. Industry turnover 
 
The estimated egg industry chick production turnover on a day-old pullet basis increased from 
R167 million in 2013 to R177 million in 2014, an increase of 6.4%. During the same period, the 
broiler industry day-old chick supply (not including day-old parent pullet supply) increased from a 
turnover of R3.87 billion to R4.17 billion, an increase of 7.7%. 
 
 
INPUT COSTS 
 
The year 2014 saw some relief for poultry breeders, in the form of a 3.9% increase in the breeder 
feed price, after three successive years of above-inflation increases. The average broiler breeder 
feed prices and percentage changes for the past five years are summarised in the table below. 
Figure 4 shows the trend over the same period. 
 
 

Broiler Breeder Feed 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Avg. price (R/ton) 2 417.14 2 863.58 3 660.81 4 013.90 4 169.03 

% change  +18.5 +27.8 +9.7 +3.9 

 
 



 
Figure 4: Trend in the broiler breeder feed price since 2010 

 
 
CONSUMPTION 
 
Egg consumption showed a decrease from 147 eggs per capita in 2013 to 139 eggs in 2014, a 
decrease of 5.4%. Chicken meat consumption decreased from 38.30 kg per capita in 2013 to 
37.96 kg in 2014, a decrease of 0.9% (source: DAFF). 

 


